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DOC 3391 - DON DUNSTAN COLLECTION, FLINDERS UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 
Good evening. For the next few broadcasts I shall be talking about various aspects of our hospital's 
problems, but tonight I particularly want to talk to you about the Labor Party's plan for a 
comprehensive health scheme, which was adopted by the Party at its Federal Conference held in 
Canberra last week. 
The Labor Party has always held that the Australian people should be freed from the fear that in case 
of illness they will lack treatment because of their inability to pay - and to this end brought in during 
the regime of the Chifley Government, a 3-fold scheme to achieve this end. The 3 features of this 
scheme were 
1) Free hospitalisation in public wards of public hospitals. This was achieved by the 
Commonwealth saying to the State govts - we will give you an amount to cover all you now 
recover from patients in public wards, plus an additional 1/6 per patient per day provide a 
fund for future hospital extensions if you stop charging. The State Govts accepted this offer, 
& free treatment in public wards of public hospitals was introduced - to the great relief & 
benefit of the poor & needy. 
2) A free medication scheme to cover certain drugs on a formulary {sic) set forth 
3) A free medical treatment scheme under which Drs would be remunerated on making a claim 
on Government for work done. 
The third part of the scheme failed as on appeal to the High Court it was held that this constituted a 
form of civil conscription & the British Medical association refused 
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to work the scheme. 
The Menzies Government also brought in a 3-point scheme, which has made things much more 
difficult for the poorer section of the community, & still deprives of adequate assistance those who 
need it. Let me outline its provisions to you. 
1) Although inflation proceeded under the Menzies Govt, to more than halve the real value of 
money, the Govt, refused to increase the amount payable to State Govts for patients treated 
free. It provided additional payments for patients to hospitals which were only available on 
the express condition that a charge was made. In this way it forced the re-introduction of 
charges in public wards of public hospitals. 
2) It introduced a subsidy to patients either for medical or hospital treatments where those 
patients have insured themselves with an approved private medical or hospital benefit fund 
or society. This of course is an extraordinary provision. It makes a contract with a private 
profit organisation a condition of receiving assistance from the tax payers own money. It 
provides that those who are well off and able to provide adequately for themselves can 
easily gain full insurance whereas the poorer people who cannot afford full insurance 
premiums don't get the assistance they need. In my own case with a wife & three children 
full insurance costs $18/12/- a year- a figure beyond the reasonable reach 
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of the average S.A wage-earner with a wife & 3 young children. Moreover, recent 
announcements have still not fully removed the difficulty facing the chronically ill or those 
who were ill before insuring. No adequate coverage is given to assist these people - who 
need assistance more than any others. Indeed recent amendments to the Act have, so far 
from increasing benefits to those suffering from illness before insuring, have reduced the 
benefits available to their dependants. 
The one really good feature about this part of the scheme was that the doctors were 
prepared to work it since it met their two main demands - that the patient should pay 
something for treatment, & that doctor-patient relationship was not interfered with. 
3) The Menzies Govt has provided a number of medications free & while there are some 
anomalies in the scheme it is working fairly well. 
Now let us see what Labor Party proposes. It was necessary to propound a scheme which was 
financially practicable, was constitutional, & which would not arouse such opposition that it would 
remain a dead letter upon the Statute. It is simple to draw up a medical scheme which would give 
complete coverage to everybody, but disregard the fact fact (sic) that it was constitutionally 
impossible, financially impractical, & that the medical profession would not operate it. Such a course 
would 
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be demagogic & impossible, & the Labor Party has determined that its program will be sound, 
humane, & capable of achievement. You will see as I outline its proposals how anomalies in the 
present scheme will be reduced, and the requirements of the profession & the public interest met. 
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